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Infroduce the characters and
the problem.

“The Colors of Us is a story about
Lenaq, a little girl who takes a
walk around her town and notic-
es the different shades of her
friends’ and neighbors’ skin.”

il

Expand vocabulary by pointing to pictures,
using gestures to dramatize, and describing:

““Eat me up,” Cinnamon, Butterscotch, Pizza par-
lor, Jewel (bronze and amber), Shade, Spices,
Ginger, Chili powder, Laundromat, Tawny tan,
delicious, combination

Comment on main character’s thoughts and
actions.

“Brown is Brown." | think right now Lena
doesn’t understand that there are different
kinds of brown colors. Look at the picture.
What do you see that helps you understand
what Lena’s mom means by, “There are lots
of different shades of brown?”

Just like Lena said that her skin was the col-
or of cinnamon and her mother’s skin was
the color of french toast. Lena is comparing
her friends’ and neighbors’ skin colors to
other things that are a shade of brown.

Lena has used many food items that are a
shade of brown to make comparisons to
her friends’ and neighbors’ skin tones. Can
you think of some other things that are
brown that we could use to compare?

Invite explanations, wonder aloud,
and ask follow-up questions.

)l

Why do you think Lena’s mom
wanted to take her on a walk at the
beginning of the story?

How do you think Lena’s mom feels
at the end of the story when Lena
shows her all of her paintings?
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Recall the characters and the
problem.

“We read The Colors of Us a
few days ago. You may re-
member that Lena’s Mom took
her on a walk around the
neighborhood. What happened
at the beginning of the story
that caused her to take Lena
on a walk? What did Lena no-
tice as they took their walk?

Expand vocabulary using more verbal explanations:

tawny tan, combination

Comment on and ask follow-up questions about
the other characters.

1 Lend’s mom says that she could “eat her up.” What
does she mean by that? Can you think of another
example of how you might use that phrase?

1 Lenad’s mom tells her that if she mixes the paints in
the right combination that she will “have the right
brown for a picture of me (Lena).” What does Le-
na’s mom mean when she says, ‘the right brown?

Invite explanations, wonder aloud,
and ask follow-up questions.
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Lena and her mom see a lot of dif-
ferent places and people on their
walk. Where do you think they live?
Why do you think this? Is this the
same or different from the type of
place where you live?
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Encourage children to recall
the problem and solution.

“We read The Colors of Us a
few days ago. You may re-
member that Lena’s Mom took
her on a walk around the
neighborhood. What happened
at the beginning of the story
that caused her to take Lena
on a walk? What did Lena no-
tice as they took their walk?

Expand vocabulary

Shade, laundromat

Guide children to reconstruct the story as you turn
the pages.

Read a few pages and allow the children to recon-
struct parts of the story. Occasionally ask questions
such as, “What is happening here?” or “What happens
next?” that help children recall the events of the story.
Encourage children to explain what characters are
thinking and feeling.

Wonder aloud and ask follow-up
questions

1

Why do you think Lena says, “The
colors of us!” at the end of the sto-
ry?

What if everyone had the same
color skin?
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VOCABULARY

"EAT HER UP” JEEL (BRONZE AND AMBER) CHILI POWDER

something you might say when a special type of stone many times used to  a spice made from red chilies

someone is very cute or adorable make jewelry

CINNAMON SHADE LAUNDROMAT

a type of spice how light or dark a color is a place with coin-operated washers and dryers that

people can use to wash and dry their clothing

BUTTERSCOTCH SPICES TAWNY

a sweet treat made from butter and something used to flavor food an orange-brown color
brown sugar

PIZZA PARLOR GINGER DELICIOUS

another name for a restaurant that | spice made from a root vegetable tastes very good
serves pizza as its primary food

COMBINATION

joining together of different parts

SUPPORTING
SUCIAL-EMOTIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

1 At the beginning of the story, Lena doesn’t understand what her mom means when she says there are lots of different
shades of brown. What do you do when you don’t understand something?

1 The pictures of Lena and her friends show them smiling and enjoying some relaxing time in the sunshine. Do you think Le-
na and her friends get along all the time? What do you do when you have a disagreement with a friend?

1 Lena seems excited to show her mom the paintings that she made. How do you think Lena is feeling? When is a time
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